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The first week of January is of course a 

time of New Year’s resolutions.  Virtual-

ly everyone does it to some degree.  

We resolve to quit smoking or exercise 

more or eat better.  We may resolve to 

worry less or to be nicer to a specific 

person.  Some may even make spiritual 

resolutions such as have a daily quiet 

time or read our Bible every day.  And 

while there is absolutely nothing wrong 

with these resolutions – they are all 

good for a variety of reasons – inevitably 

the majority of us fail and find ourselves 

falling back into familiar habits after a 

short period of time. 

 The reason we fail so often is 

that we leave out a key component of 

our resolutions.  Or perhaps we don’t 

fully understand the requirements of a 

successful resolution.  Whenever most 

of us make our resolutions, it is in the 
format “I resolve to do …” or “I prom-

ise this year to …”.  Notice the pattern?  

It is all about “I”.  Christ reminds us that 

we are to “Watch and pray so that you 

will not fall into temptation.  The spirit 

is willing, but the flesh is 

weak.” (Matthew 26:41, NIV).  Paul af-

firms this understanding when he says “I 

know that nothing good lives in me, that 

is , in my sinful nature.  For I have the 

desire to do what is good, but I cannot 

carry it out.” (Romans 7:12, NIV).  Ac-

cording to the Bible, we don’t have the 

innate ability to do that which is right, 

even if we have the greatest of inten-

tions.  This is why Paul says, in the 

same chapter in Romans, “I don’t do 

what I want to do but I do do what I 

don’t want to do!  What a wretched 

man I am!” (Romans 7:15-24, para-

phrased).   

 If we desire to have success in 

our New Year’s resolutions, we must 

make one amendment to our resolu-

tion.   Instead of saying “I will do …”, 

we must say “I am going to allow God 

to make this change in my life.”  For we 

get so caught up in our own routines 

trying to fix every little issue that 

comes our way or trying to control all 

the balls we are trying to juggle simulta-

neously that we forgot that God, who 

has promised to be with us at all times, 

is patiently standing off to the side, 

waiting for us to turn our problems 

over to Him.  And isn’t that what New 
Year’s resolutions are all about?  If they 

weren’t problems, we wouldn’t be try-

ing to change or fix them. 

 God says “Be still, and know 

that I am God.” (Psalm 48:7a, KJV).  

Sometimes, we need to simply stop try-

ing so hard, realize that we need help, 

and turn it over to Him.  This year, in-

stead of resolving to change your life, 

instead pray that God will work within 

you to change you through His mighty 

and faithful hand.  

   

All Pastors; current and retired, 

Youth and Assistant Pastor are 

encouraged to prayerfully 

consider what God would have 

you submit for this new column.  

 

PASTORS 

CORNER 
Rev. Jim Gosney 

We are made for  

co-operation like feet, like 

hands, like eyelids, Like the 

rows of the upper and 

lower teeth. To act against 

one another, then, is  

contrary to nature 

 

Marcus Aurelius 
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Fairfield 
January 25th Annual Men’s Chili cook-off and 
Ladies Desert Auction bring your appetites and 
your wallets! Proceeds benefit charities. 
 
Celebrate Recovery Program at Fairfield Baptist 
Church Tuesday nights at 6:30. Christ centered 
help for dealing with addictions, divorce, co-
dependency, spousal abuse.  
Led by Tom Derryberry 
 
Pastor Mark Walton 

 
 
FBC Hohenwald 
We're cleaning out again!!! We have some stuff 
that we would give to any church that might 
need it!! 
We have -- 
 
21 preschool, plastic chairs (red, blue & yellow, I 
think) 
6 larger preschool wooden chairs (some with 
wooden seats & some with woven seats) 
5 TVs (stand not included!)  I think these are 19" 
TVs. A few may have built-in VCRs 
6 Towel Dispensers (these hold multi-fold tow-
els) 
 
If any of the churches are interested, they can 
call Lisa Anderson at (931) 796-3062 to arrange 
pick up! 

 
Pastor Bert Spann 

 

 

Remember Sanctity of Life Sunday the 22nd of 
January 

NEWS FOR OUR 

CHURCHES 

 

January 16th 

Alpha Baptist Association Office 

VBS Meet and Greet 

All VBS team members, VBS Directors 

and Pastors are invited to attend 

 

Let’s jump start the new VBS season 

with a bang. 

Ms. Beverly Smith will provide a meal  
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A Christian Resolution 
by Tammy Stone 

 
 
 

Each year individ-
uals make New 
Year's resolutions. 
We want to be 
slimmer, more fi-
nancially sound, 
and a host of oth-

er things. As a Chris-
tian our desire 
should come from 
somewhere other 
than a worldly 
sense to better 

ourselves or improve our current circum-
stances. A Christian's resolution should 
come from a place of dedication to God. 
We should honor God by living godly lives 
all year.  What are some ways we can do 
just that? 
 
Financially: 
Churches all over the country are strug-
gling to pay their bills. But we seem to 
have all the latest gadgets, smart phones, 
i-pads, you name it. We take nice vaca-
tions. Sadly we are content to give God 
what’s left over or much of the time, noth-
ing at all. I am not saying we should not 
buy nice things. I am saying that we 
should ask God what He wants us to give 
to the local church or elsewhere. God will 
still meet every need we have and many 
times the desires of our heart as well. 
Some say they can't afford to give. I say 
we can't afford not to. 
 
Time: 
We often won't commit to church attend-
ance. We wait around to see what might 

come up or how we feel. If everything is 
aligned perfectly and all our work is done 
we will consider attending church. But defi-
nitely not Sunday school because we can't 
spare 2 hours of our time, not even for the 
Lord. We have a lot to do on Sunday. It is 
the only day we have to spend with family. 
 
But what about the family of God (our fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ). Have we ev-
er considered how our absence from 
church activities affects them or how dis-
couraging it is for them when we are not 
there? One of the reasons God commands 
us to “not forsake” assembling together is 
so we may encourage one another. How 
can we do not that if we are not present? 
 
Talents: 
We use our abilities to help others and sup-
port our family. But what about the work 
God wants us to do for His Kingdom. I fear 
for many that falls miserably behind our 
hobbies and entertainment which we so 
earnestly love. 
 
We want what God can do for us but we 
don’t want to sacrifice for Him. We don't 
want to work for Him, give him our money, 
or glorify him with our lives. We want com-
fort. We want easy. We want it our way. 
However, our way is disobedience. 
 
We say the world is a mess and we can't fix 
it. God is not asking us to. He is asking us 
to live each day honoring Him. He is asking 
us to be resolute in our devotion to Him. 
 
If we are willing to be used by God He can 
turn our worldly resolutions into godly revo-
lutions and that will change everything. 
Who knows maybe revival is one Christian 
Resolution away. Are you willing? 
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18 

 

28 

 

 

Executive Board Meeting 7 pm at the Alpha 

Office 

 

Children’s Ministry Day 

 

TBC Security Training for Short Term  

Missions $25 Location 

Missions Mobilization Center Mt Juliet 

JANUARY 2017 

16 

 

22 

 

26-28 

VBS Meet and Greet 

 

Sanctity of Life Sunday 

 

Bi-Vocational Minister and Wives Retreat 

MONTHLY RE-

CEIPTS 
December 2016 LIVENGOOD 

Beginning Balance     

Bread of Life     

Calvary Bible $100.00    

Centerville, 1st $84.35    

Cross Roads $100.00    

East Hickman     

Edgewood $375.00    

Fairfield 546.63   

Faith      

Flatwoods     

Garrett $54.00    

Highland $406.00    

Hohenwald, 1st $1,028.00    

Lick Creek $263.34    

Linden, 1st $283.16  $70.79  

Lobelville, 1st     

Maple Valley $73.40    

New Beginnings     

New Hope     

New Life      

Pine Grove $198.00    

Pinewood, 1st $178.09    

Piney $37.50    

Swan Creek $140.00    

Tom's Creek $456.12  $50.00  

Wrigley $56.12    

Total Church Giving $4,379.71  $120.79  

10 Wayne Rowan 

14  Patti Rowan 

27  Ann English, Flatwoods 

30  Matthew Brown, Bread of Life 

mailto:alphaba1960@gmail.com
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Milam Family Newsletter December 2016 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only 
Son, 

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 

It is hard to believe that 2016 is coming to a close. We have had such a wonderful time with family, colleagues 
and friends over the last few weeks as we have shared the story of Jesus’s birth and celebrated Christmas togeth-
er. 

Looking back over the year we are blessed to see all that God has allowed us to be a part of. 

-6 volunteer teams helping with 

-English workshops and classes -a football camp 

-2 youth sports camps -a photography outreach and media workshop 

-a weekly ESL class 

-an ongoing home cell group 

-prayerwalking, surveys and Bible distributions 

-a Christmas concert in a local café 

-discipleship training in local churches 

The move to our new house has also been such a blessing. In the last month we have been able to 

have some great conversations with many of our neighbors and we have begun building 

relationships with workers in 2 local cafes. 

In November we also welcomed a new family to our team. The Stevens and their sweet baby girl have already 
become like family and we are excited to see what God has in store for our future ministry together. 

FAMILY 

It has been so good to have Micah home for a few weeks over Christmas. Our time with him is 

always special, but always too short. As he heads back to finish his junior year please pray for his 

studies and for direction as he looks to his senior year. He also heads back to Brazil this spring to 

volunteer at a children’s camp. If you’d like to know how you can help him, check out this link. 

https://www.gofundme.com/2tmmze38 

Ethan is turning out to be quite the basketball player. At midseason he is the highest scorer and 

rebounder on his team. We are not extremely pleased with the British school where he attends now, 

so in order to best prepare Ethan for college, we are considering homeschooling online for 11th and 

12th grade. Please pray as we research and seek the best option and for whatever adjustments we 

will all need to make. 


